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April 13, 2026 – May 11, 2026
Welcome to 2026 Spring Lay Academy!

This flyer will provide you with information about requirements to be a Certified Lay Servant and the Lay Servant Academy.  Some requirements have recently changed to become certified and to maintain your certified status.  The cost for each class is $40.00.
1. The “Basic Course” is the first course to be taken by anyone wishing to become a Lay Servant.  Credit will not be given for advanced courses taken before the Basic Course.  Upon completion of the Basic Course, you will become a Local Lay Servant.
2. Local Lay Servants shall serve on full year at their local church before taking “Living Our United Methodist Beliefs” to become a Certified Lay Servant.
3. “Living Our United Methodist Beliefs” is a mandatory course that must be taken by all Lay Servants.   You will not be permitted to take any advanced course for certification or recertification until you have completed this course.
4. To maintain your certified status, all Lay Servants must take a class every three years.  If you have allowed your lay certification to lapse, you begin again by taking the Basic Course.
5. A minimum of 10 hours of classroom instruction for each class is required in order for the course to be used toward the certification process.
6. Courses are available online.   Periodically, Zoom courses are offered by the Pen-Del Conference Board of Laity – information communicated by email and the newsletter when offered.  
7. Courses are also available at http://www.beadisciple.com.  For any online class, your pastor’s approval is required.  At the completion of any online course, a printout of the completed course must be submitted to the Lower Shore District Office.  Failure to provide pastor’s approval and proof of completion will hinder your certification process.
Evening classes will begin on Monday, April13, 2026 at Asbury UMC, located in Salisbury at 1401 Camden Ave., Salisbury, MD 21801 and conclude on Monday, May 11, 2026, meeting from 6:30 – 8:30 pm.
***ALL CLASSES WILL BE HELD DOWNSTAIRS AT ASBURY UMC.***





MONDAY EVENING CLASSES: These Classes will meet weekly beginning Monday,4/11 and ending on Monday, 5/11, 6:30 – 8:30 pm at Asbury UMC in Salisbury.
1. LAY SERVANT BASIC COURSE
Leader: Rev. LaVaughn Price				Cost: $40
This course is foundational for all courses in Lay Servant Ministries.  Participants are encouraged to discover and employ personal spiritual gifts as God intended and to consider the importance of exercising servant leadership, developing future leaders, remaining rooted in consistent spiritual practices, and being part of a group that holds members accountable in their discipleship.

2. DEVOTIONAL LIFE IN THE WESLEYAN TRADITION
Leader: Rev. Shane Moran				Cost: $40
Structured around Wesley’s “means of grace”, this study covers, among other topics, prayer, Scripture, the Lord’s Supper, and fasting – major features in John Wesley’s devotional life.  Participants will learn how they can apply Wesley’s ministry to their own life.

3. TRANSFORMING EVANGELISM
Leader: Rev. Dr. Vaughan Hayden			Cost: $40
This course leads participants to learn from John Wesley how to practice relational evangelism.  They will discover that evangelism involves not only sharing our faith with others, but also welcome people into a community where they can grow in faith.

4. CREATIVE WAYS TO DESIGN WORSHIP TOGETHER
Leader: Rev. Janice Humphrey			Cost: $40
This course, designed by Marcia McFee, offers insight into creating inclusive worship.  The issue of “inclusive” worship pertains not just to words we say, but also to who says them, who understands them, who writes them; not just the actions we observe, but the actions we, as a body, participate in.






Spring 2026 Spring Registration

Name (please print): __________________________________________________________________________
Address ______________________________________________________________________________________
	City _____________________________________	State ____________	Zip ____________________
Email __________________________________________	Phone # _____________________________________
Charge _________________________________________	Church ______________________________________
Pastor’s Signature – REQUIRED! ________________________________________________________________
Last Class Taken & Date (if applicable)___________________________________________________________
Class Desired __________________________________________________________________________________
Check any of the following, if applicable:
___  I am a Local Lay Servant 
___  I am a Certified Lay Servant 
___  I am interested in becoming a Lay Servant 
___  I am renewing my expired Lay Servant certification
___  I am taking this course for my personal use

Complete the registration form along with your pastor’s signature and deliver/mail to Joyce Lecates for receipt by Tuesday, Apri 7, 2026 with your check in the amount of $40.00 made payable to “BOARD OF LAITY.”  There will be NO REGISTRATIONS accepted on opening night.

Please mail your registration form or drop-off to:
Joyce Lecates, 119 Staton Staton St., Fruitland, MD 21826 
or call Joyce Lecates, District Lay Leader at 443-859-1333.
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