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PASTOR’S MESSAGE
Easter Season Greetings!
As I write my April contribution to the Trinity Trumpet newsletter, we are in the midst of the CoroInside This Issue
navirus (COVID-19) pandemic. At the present time, and possibly for several weeks into April, including Easter, we are not having church services in the sanctuary since gatherings of more than 10
people is prohibited. At this point (late March), we are planning to provide an online worship experience through our Trinity Facebook page and YouTube. So I decided to remind everyone that
even in the midst of a global pandemic, where people are dying almost daily (100 deaths as of this
writing), we can still have hope because of the resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ. That’s what
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I want to write about this month.
The story of the resurrection in the Bible ends with an announcement of our Savior’s victory over
the grave. In that victory, He has specifically removed the sorrow and sting of death. We read this
in 1 Corinthians 15: 54-57. This great chapter, written by the apostle Paul, opens and closes with
the glorious truth of the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Overwhelming proof of His resurrection is
found in the empty tomb, the seventeen post-resurrection appearances, the announcement by all
four Gospels, the changed lives of the disciples, and the birth of the church in Acts. The critics,
skeptics, and enemies of our Lord could not find or produce the body of Jesus. That failure in itself
is a wonderful proof that He lives.
Even though we may not be able to have our traditional Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good
Friday and Easter celebrations at Trinity as usual, it does not change the fact of Jesus’ glorious victory over the grave. His victory reminds us that disease, death and darkness does NOT have the last
word. God does! Things did not end well for Jesus on Good Friday. He was “graveyard dead” as
they say. Death seemed to have won the day. But God had the last word….RESURRECTION!
NEW LIFE! VICTORY IN JESUS!
As we continue to do our part to prevent the spread of Coronavirus, let us be remember God’s word
to us from Paul’s other letter to the Romans, where he says:

Youth News

2

Membership News

3

Ask the Rev

4

Missions

5

Thank You’s

6

Stories from the
Basement

Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, March Birthdays
or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36 As it is written, “For your sake we are being killed all day
long; we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.” 37 No, in all these things we are more than
conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, Health Outreach
nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height, nor depth, nor anything else (COVID-19??) in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ
Jesus our Lord. (Romans 8:35-39)
May you know the matchless, boundless, everlasting love of God this Easter Season!
Grace and peace,

Pastor Fred
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To Connect with Trever and our Youth Ministry go to
www.trinityumcsalisbury.org/therising

Below are the different ways to Connect:
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Membership News

DEATHS
February 25th, 2020
Marion W. Oakley

April’s Lunch Bunch event has been canceled due to the

restriction on large gatherings of people.
CANCELLATIONS
The following events have been canceled for the month of
April, thus far. Please consult our weekly online announcements for updates on any additional cancellations for this
and any subsequent months.
MEETINGS AND EVENTS:
Tech Committee Meeting – April 1st at 1:00 p.m.
Trinity Easter Egg Hunt – April 4th from 3:00 –
5:00 p.m.
Lunch Bunch – April 8th at 11:30 a.m.
Pastor’s Advisory – April 15th at Noon
St. Paddy’s Day Run/Walk for Alzheimer’s &
Dementia - April 18th
Santa’s Angels Fundraiser - May 2nd

Palmer Renovations
On April 6th, renovations of the Palmer Building (church
office) will begin. This long awaited project is expected to
take approximately 3 months to complete. During this time,
there will be LIMITED PARKING next to the building to
allow for a dumpster and storage pod. Operations will
continue, but the staff will be located on the second floor
until the first floor is completed. Please be patient with our
progress. Thank you.

Online Church Services
As everyone knows, we are prohibited from having congregational worship in the sanctuary due to the current
COVID19 restrictions until further notice. However, a prerecorded worship service will be available for viewing each
week on our Trinity Facebook page (https://
www.facebook.com/trinityumcsalisbury/) beginning at 9:30
a.m. each Sunday morning , and anytime thereafter. This
will also help with the interruption problems many people
experienced last week. Thank you for your patience and un3
derstanding.

U. S. Census 2020

WHAT? The U. S. Census Bureau collects data every
10 years. It needs your accurate and complete responses for the 2020 data collection.
WHEN? By April 1, 2020, the U. S. Census Bureau
will initially collect your responses by mail, phone, or
online. By May 2020, the Census Bureau will follow
up in person with homes that have not responded.
WHY? By law, U.S. residents are required to complete the census. As well, the Census Bureau is required to protect your information and use it to produce statistics. The Census data are used to: determine
needs and obtain funding for programs and numerous
services for you, your family, and your community;
determine state and national legislative districts; and
other purposes.
INFORMATION: Visit 2020census.gov/en to get information, view a sample census form, learn to avoid
scams, and see how the Bureau protects your answers.
**Watch for your opportunities to participate in this
crucial census process.**

ASK THE REV
Q. What is the purpose of the gender neutral Bible in referencing God?

I have no problem with using gender neutral words for description of humanity but when translations use gender
neutral words for God, they are diluting a very important concept of how we are to view Him. Despite some current
modern translations of the Bible that are eliminating the use of gender based words for God, the original texts clearly
show Christ referring to God not just as the creator, or sustainer but as our heavenly father. Christ made a special
point to liken God to one’s father. It is seen even clearly in Mark 14:36, Roman 8:15 and Galatians 7:6 where the
Aramaic word Abba which can be translated as Daddy is used. Christ, in presenting the Gospel, wanted to make a
distinction between the true God and the concept of God that many other faiths have. Our God is a God of love that
is sustaining and protecting us just as a father provides for his children. Christ wanted us to know that the true character of the creator of the universe is a God of love and compassion and through the work of His son Jesus; we can
approach Him just as one approaches his or her dad. The use of God as our father is more than just an anthropomorphic tool of language, but rather a vital concept of how the Christian faith approaches God. Gender neutral language for God is thus more than a distraction from the essentials, but a departure from a major point that Christ was
making while here on earth. It is a point that separates Christianity from other faiths such as Eastern traditions that
see all of life as part of God. It is different than the Islamic belief that God is very capricious and could never be approached as a child approaches his or her father. Christ’s use of God the creator as His and our father is thus an important concept of the Christian faith. I believe that we can teach and preach a God that has no gender and still keep
the original words of Christ.

In a letter to United Methodist ministers, Rob Renfroe1, stated that “The hope of the UM Church is not liberal pastors
who adopt current cultural values because they don’t want to offend the beliefs of 18 year olds. The hope of the UM
Church and of the world is Jesus Christ-his life, death and resurrection.” I believe that our culture is presenting us
with a great challenge that will not be met with a gender neutral gospel or overt attention to how we can become non
-offensive to various groups that I believe are seeking to distract the church from its true mission. We don’t need a
gender-neutral gospel but rather the Gospel of Jesus Christ as He preached it, lived it and died for it while on earth.

1

Rob Renfroe is president and publisher of “Good News” a conservative movement within the United Methodist Church. The quotes are from
his June 26, 2012 letter.

The opinions expressed in this article are that of its author and do not necessarily represent the views of any other members or
staff.

Ask the Rev is a Trumpet newsletter feature where Rev. DeFino will answer your questions on the Bible, doctrine or religious
beliefs and events. Send or call your questions into the church office and they will be answered in future issues. Have a
question? Ask the Rev!!!
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Operation We Care
Trinity UMC will be collecting items for the next shipment to troops overseas through Operation We Care
(OWC). Operation We Care is an all-volunteer, non-profit
organization dedicated to supporting our military and first
responders. Operation We Care has been sending care
packages & supporting our military, law enforcement &
Fire/EMS departments since 2007.
Each year, OWC packs over 2,000 care packages a year
which are sent to deployed troops. OWC strives to support
both active duty and veteran military through care packages, events, and a variety of assistance outlets. OWC also
makes donations to local law enforcement and Fire departments in addition to many support and appreciation causes. Operation We Care is headquartered in Salisbury, MD. While the troops that receive care packages are
from all over the United States, typically at least one person in the unit has some tie to the Delmarva region.
We will be collecting on Sunday, April 19th, 26th and May
3rd. A list of requested items is in the bulletin. There will
be boxes in the back of the church where you can drop off
your donations or you can bring the donations to the
church office. We will also be accepting financial donations to help pay for the packaging and postage. The
“packing party” will be on Sunday, May 17th starting at
9:00 AM. Trinity members are welcome to come and help.
There will be a breakfast starting at 7:00 AM. If you wish
to attend the breakfast, please call or email Renee Esham
so that she can let them know how many are coming (we
must RSVP for breakfast).
If you have any questions, you can contact Renee Esham
at renee.esham@verizon.net or 443-614-1453.

Military Coupon Ministry
We collected $9,863.65 worth of coupons for
March.
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Thank You Notes
Stories from the Basement
Help and Outreach Point of Entry, Inc.
by
Donna Clark, Director

Dear Trinity Church Members,
Salisbury Urban Ministries would like to thank you for your
support of our annual fundraising event, “Care for the
Cause.” Thank you so much for the food donations, the entertainment participation and the financial support. Without
your help, this event could not be a success.

During this difficult time I thought it would be nice to hear
a success story thanks to the Community Emergency Shelter Project (CESP). This was the 16th year of the shelter
project and was managed by Walter Davidson from
Camden Church Collective and Michael from Asbury
United Methodist Church. The program housed about 3540 men every night from January 11th until March 21st;
providing a safe warm place to sleep and good food. One
of the men told his story to Walter who shared it with me.

May God Bless you.
From the Staff at Salisbury Urban Ministries

Thank you so much for all the notes, cards, calls, texts,
emails and prayers sent to me as a result of my broken foot.
Bud and I also really appreciated the delicious food sent by
Carolyn Lewis and crew from the Lunch Bunch!
A special thanks to Maureen Williams, who filled in for me
as a communion server.
I am so blessed to be a part of such a wonderful and caring
Christian family.

AG is a 62 year old man whose history includes time in the
military as a Marine, employment in mental health
services as a CNA, and then back here to the Eastern Shore
to care for his aging Mother until she died. In time he got
into a bad relationship with a woman and ended up in jail;
leading to a spiral down until he became homeless and
hopeless. Spending time at the Christian Shelter, he started
to get his life back in order and received help from
programs in the area. This winter he stayed at CESP and
received support and guidance from the volunteers. As the
program ended last weekend he had become part of the
Habitat for Humanity of Wicomico County’s Workforce
Development Program. They found affordable housing for
him, opened a bank account, provided mediation training,
financial literacy training, and much more. He said at the
end of his interview “I am extremely grateful for all the
services and organizations that have assisted in my reentry
efforts. Without them I don’t know where I would be
today.”

Hugs and blessings to all of you,
Bev Horner

Blessings and gratitude to all of those volunteers who served
this year for Trinity’s Emergency Shelter Project (TESP),
hosted at HALO on February 22nd to March 7th . We had 14
individuals work at the men’s and women’s shelters , covering a total of 50 hours. For meal service and preparation,
there were 16 individuals who provided 65 volunteer hours
of service.
Thanks to all volunteers for supporting this very worthy initiative!
Respectfully submitted by,
Ken MacFarlane

Thank you Lord for loving supportive churches who open
their hearts and doors to those in need every day.

Many thanks for all the beautiful cards, and for all the kind
messages and concerns during my illness. Reverend
Vroman, it was a good visit from you during my recuperation, and also the phone calls from Reverend Duncan and
Carolyn Lewis. All was greatly appreciated.
May God Bless,
Nancy Ritchins
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6 - Casey Bellamy
Katie Clatterbuck
Casey Hawkins
Kobe Heinicke
Brooke Hudson
Ross Marvel
Zoe Sheller
PLEASE NOTE: If your
name does not appear on
this list it does not mean
that we do not have you
as a Trinity member. It
only means that we do
not have your birth date.
Please give the church
office a call with any additions to, or corrections
of this list.
APRIL
1 - J. D. Burkett
Hunter Jones
Zachary Kitzrow
Eva Paxton Whipple
2 - Bethany Banks
Jessica Barnes
Lauren Bilski
Cameron Galloway
Franny Johnson
Ali Jones
Jessica Kelly
Reagan Shockley
3 - Rebecca Dobson
Joan Elliott
Robert Freeman
Amy Gilland
Valerie Haldeman
Bryan Hensley
Kathy Martin
Bernice Saylor
Tina Shaffer
4 - Lee Lawson
Richard Parsons
5 - Sarah Evans
Kimberly Groves
Maggie McCabe
Nancy Nyquist
Jill Sell
Angela Smith
Terry Walter

15 - Ashley Butler
Kristen Iman
Amy Kelley
Trevor Lankford
Lisa Moore
Trevor Pusey
16 - Lewis Carman
Cooper Day
Greg Fleming
Steve Hammond
Howard Iman
Barry King
Monta Kutchen
Jillian Massey
Kaitlyn Price
Craig Snyder
Kelly Tawes

7 - Lauren Bailey
James Phippin
Kent Thorsten
8 - Donald Baysinger
9 - Lindsey Haldeman
Gabriel Luppens
Hap McCabe
Kennedy O’Malley
Carole Rollins
Maria Weaver

17 - Sarah Arrington
Caitlyn Dunn
Steve Greenwood
Barbara Hannemann
David Irvine
Lisa Justice
Carolyn Lewis
Cherish Owens
Sarah Phippin
Adda Pusey
George Strott

10 - Chase Baker
Chad Disharoon
Richard Duvall
Thomas Malone
Juliette Pope
Dorothy Shockley
Aubrey Sousa
Billy Stewart
11 - Tracy Bostwick
Grant Lischick
Clay Marcum
Abbigail Nechay

18 - Lucille Conway
Darra Hansen
Korinne Jones
Kim Pelot

12 - Alec Bryson
Ashleigh Carey
Kelsey Ivy
William Wiseman

19 - Cody Collins
Tom Trice
20 - Jennifer Berkman
Joe Burris
Peggy Iman
Josh Layfield
Hannah Olds
Kemp Tregoe
Jake Vincent
Maggie Vincent
Beth Whittington

13 - Raymond Hudson
Rebecca Jones
Sarah Kauffman
William Owens III
Tammy Paxton
Carter Spicer
Daniel Warwick
Kathy Warwick
14 - Danny Collins
John Glenn, Sr.
Lee Grier
Gavin Townsend
Carol Wilson
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21 - Fung Ying Cheng
Kay Crouse
Angie Dempsey
Jane Ford
Emily Harmon
Jennifer Moore
Heather North

22 - William Hamilton
Elliana Hapner
Brody King
Michelle Twilley
23 - Marti Hawkins
Casie Post
Melanie Sammons
24 - Robert Carlisle
Alexa Hudson
Bob Hussey
25 - Anne Cornelius
Ashley Marcum
Jay Owen
Tony Waller
Selah Wilson
26 - Dora Ashby
Leroy Duggan
Lynn Gaul
Alice Kilgour
Jeanie Long
Christopher Vorhis
27 - Brittnee Collins
Grier Custis
Erin Huddleston
Leigh Ann McGee
Katie Vincent
28 - Debbie Bailey
Judy Bullock
Tomas Fisher
Andrew Fox
Shanan Rogers
Kristen Stuart
Jessica Wattay
29 - Kelly Lloyd
Caryn Morris
Jeremy Nelson
Brian Weeg

30 - Lynn Harris
Sherry Pope
Nancy Stephens

EARTH HEALTH AWARENESS

Health Outreach Ministry
Dr. Dot Baker
April celebrates earth health awareness. This awareness became a formal movement in 1970. Scientists, authors, business
persons, legislators, grassroots citizens, and others became increasingly aware of the status of the U.S. environment. Earth
Day was born as a result of an emerging consciousness. Environmental consciousness moved to public and national political
agendas. At the time, issues such as oil spills, industry emissions, fuel and gasoline consumption, toxic dumps, raw sewage,
pesticides, and wildlife extinction were of distinct interest.

Mission of the Earth Day organization: to build the world’s largest environmental movement to drive transformative
change for people and planet. It envisions actions and solutions at all levels (individual, family, organizations, businesses,
government, and worldwide partnerships and unity).

THEME: The 2020 Earth Day theme is “climate action.” Climate change presents challenges to humanity and the systems
that support our lives. There are “global challenges” such as less biodiversity (variety of life on earth, their habitats & communities), climate change, plastic pollution, etc. These challenges demand innovative, creative, dedicated, and ambitious
global actions. We must act to sustain and protect a healthy environment for current and future generations.

WHAT CAN WE DO? First of all, be alert and informed. NOTICE the status of your local air, water, landscapes, and transportation. READ about healthy environments – what should they look like, what are ways to make them healthier, and what
are ways to sustain them. WORK with your local towns, schools, businesses, legislators, health care providers, families, and
anyone who has a vested interest. EDUCATE your family, friends, co-workers, community members about healthy environments. SHARE your ideas. USE social media to share the challenges, post an Earth Day poster, create a team, and engage
conversations, ideas, and actions.
FIND a TOOLKIT of resources @ https://www.earthday.org/our-toolkits/

QUIZ YOURSELF: Check out a series of quizzes about climate change, oceans & plastic pollution, protect our species,
environmental literacy, deforestation & biodiversity, and clean energy @ https://www.earthday.org/earth-day-quizzes/

SCRIPTURAL ORIGINS & RESPONSIBILITIES: In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth (Genesis
1:1). God saw all that he had made, and it was very good…thus, the heavens and the earth were completed in all their vast
array (Genesis 1:31 – 2:1). The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it, the world and all who live in it (Psalm 24:1). From
early on, we are stewards of God’s creations. The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and
take care of it (Genesis 2:15). Our accountability continues…seek the goodness and care of all that God gives to us.
Source: https://www.earthday.org/earth-day-2020/
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Newsletter Staff
General Editor:
Heather Insley
heather@trinityumcsalisbury.org

Contact Us:
Visit us on the web at
http://www.trinityumcsalisbury.com
Church: 410-749-5562
Fax:
410-749-8830
E-mail: trinity@trinityumcsalisbury.org
Office Hours: 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Monday - Friday

Mailing Coordinators:
Don and Cheryl Sandt

Betty Baker
Judy Briele
Dolly Burkett
Dottie Butler
Anne Calloway
Jack Calloway
Joyce Dunn
Bonnie Gibson
Joyce Marvel
Art Marvel
Laura Twilley

